FALL 2021

Greetings to our Five Oaks Community. I wanted to touch base with you to share what
we have accomplished since the Spring. Five Oaks has continued our important work in
supporting Migrant Workers who contribute to Ontario’s agricultural sector. We housed
256 men during their 14-day isolation periods, and then housed 80 men over 85 days for
long-term care, as they commuted daily to a local farm. Over the last two years this
work has shaped our experience of the pandemic. Our Acorn Adventure Day Camp sold
out almost every available spot this summer, with 236 children attending camp over
nine weeks. Planning has already begun towards an enhanced camp experience in 2022.
We developed two new partnerships this summer. Brave Waves offered 1:1 swim
instruction from June to August in the Five Oaks pool, with 850 children attending
these lessons this summer. Grand River Rafting, one of our long-term partners, began
offering a shorter tube run on the river that saw 10,669 people using Five Oaks as an
access point. Both of these partnerships brought new guests and new opportunities for
growth and renewal. As well, GROWE is back this fall, providing their Forest School
programming to 56 registered children weekly.
Five Oaks is delighted to have a full, intercultural staff team that are developing
programs for you, both online and in-person. Cara, Hafsa, and Tanya are working
intentionally on curating the perfect program options both for seasoned Five Oakians,
and for those who have yet to discover this place. Plans are underway for a family
camp experience this summer.
Your support continues to be so important to the long-term success of the centre and
its intercultural vision. On September 30th, Five Oaks marked National Truth and
Reconciliation Day with our staff, hearing teachings, engaging in collective education,
and sitting together in a sharing circle with board member Rhonda Johns, who shared
her story and teachings. Your gifts ensure we can continue to offer opportunities for all
to be in right relations.
We are entering into another season at Five Oaks, and with it, the opportunity for you
to come and reconnect with the land and the centre. We will be hosting reconnection
retreats and hope you will come and rediscover this sacred place. Thank you for all the
ways you offer support.

MICHAEL SHEWBURG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Strategic Plan Update

BY PETER WALL, BOARD CHAIR
Dear Friends,
As you know, Five Oaks has been engaged in an
important strategic planning initiative over the last year.
It has involved many hours of dedicated work by our
Executive Director and a small group of members, who
work with our helpful consultant, Seth Warren of Pace
Strategy. It has been exciting, inspiring, and
transforming work for those of us lucky enough to be
working together. Deep kudos to Board members Ausma
Malik, Rob Stapleford, and Karen Efron, along with Pegi
Ridout, one of Five Oaks’ best and brightest friends (and
a former Executive Director!).
As many of you know, the work involved important

conversations with our members, guests, stakeholders,
partners, and staff. This work is ongoing. We have
brought much of this to the Board and helpful and
insightful conversations have ensued. From the current
draft report:
Five Oaks’ Vision is:
“To be an affirming, vibrant, and inclusive community
where people of all backgrounds and traditions can
gather on the land to live, work, learn, pray, play, heal
and act for justice.”
Five Oaks’ Mission is:
“To offer renewing and transformative individual, group,
and community experiences through meaningful
reflection, deep connection, and joyful expression.”
We have also identified values, promises, strategic
objectives and key success factors. The Board is
continuing this Fall to delve further into the language
and the scope of the report. We look forward to
reporting to you in the months to come.
Doing this work together has been a great gift; we
commend it to you; invite your comments, and look
forward to releasing the final report in the days to come.

Programming Approach

Meet the Five Oaks Partner Program Team

(Left to Right)

Cara Frost
Indigenous Partner Program Coordinator
Tanya Dyck Steinmann
Settler Partner Program Coordinator
Hafsa Mehmood
Newcomer/Muslim Partner Program Coordinator
Cassidy Burr
Bookings, Contracts & Registration | Program Administrator

Together the Intercultural Program Team will work
together to develop program initiatives for the diverse
communities that Five Oaks serves and seeks to serve.
Five Oaks continues to develop ongoing relationships
with the Indigenous community (primarily at Six Nations
but also more recently with the Mississauga of the New
Credit) and with the Muslim community (primarily in
Brantford and the GTA). This team is excited to deepen
Five Oaks’ presence as an intercultural retreat centre
seeking to curate program experiences that work towards
right relations, decolonization, interfaith understanding
and growth and the work of retreat, which is the inner
and outer work for the healing of the world.
If you are interested in facilitating a program at Five
Oaks, let us know! We would love to make your program
idea come true. Contact us at programs@fiveoaks.on.ca

I would like to Donate
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
Phone Number: _________________ Postal Code: __________
Email: _________________________________________________
DONATE ONLINE www.fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
DONATE BY MAIL
O I am enclosing a cheque
OR
O Please charge my O Visa O Mastercard O Amex
Card #: ________________________________________________
Expiry (mm/yyyy): ______________________________________
CSC (3 or 4 digit code): _______________

I wish to make a gift at
the following level:
O CAD $50
O CAD $100
O CAD $150
O CAD $200
O CAD $500
O Other: ____________
I wish to make this gift
recurring:
O Annual
O Semi-Annual
O Quarterly
O Monthly

1 Bethel Road
Paris, ON N3L 3E3
(519) 442-3212

To make a donation via
Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT), contact
finance@fiveoaks.on.ca

www.fiveoaks.on.ca

Charitable Registration #
107 389 108 RR0001
Five Oaks will be a good
steward of the personal
information gathered. We do
not sell, share or rent this
information to a third party,
and secure or destroy it
accordingly to PIPEDA
guidelines.

O I would like to know
more about Faith
Bonds, Bequests,
Sponsor a Room, etc.
O I wish to be added
to the Five Oaks
Newsletter

Because of YOU
Five Oaks is thriving.
Thank you!
Please include this slip with your cheque if sending
by mail. Cheques can be made payable to Five Oaks

Scan the QR code
with your phone
camera to access
our donation
webpage

