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WELCOME
Welcome to the new look
of the Five Oaks Annual
Meeting Report. We hope
you like the format, which
shares our achievements
with words, clear financial
information and photos
from the last year.

OUR VISION
To be a sacred place where
peoples of all faiths as well
as spiritual seekers can
gather in community to live,
work, learn, pray, play, heal
and act for justice.

LETTER FROM THE E. D.
2020 was a year like no other.
As
a
newly
appointed
Executive Director, it felt like
the vision of Five Oaks as an
Intercultural retreat centre
was just getting its legs and
gaining momentum. From
2017 to 2020, a lot of hard
work
was
accomplished
towards this vision, including
the creation of our first
intercultural
programs,
designing a prayer room, and
being
intentional
about
intercultural membership at
the board, on committees and
on the staff team. 2020 was
going to be the year that it all
coalesced.
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I remember March 17, 2020,
the day a large, hosted group
of
young
adult
cancer
survivors were checking out
and heading home across
Canada into the nervousness
of COVID. This was the day
that I realized the centre
would need to close. I stood
on the bank of the Grand
River and prayed for a way
forward. These have been
difficult days, but out of the
staff layoffs and reduced
hours (including my own), the
vacant hallways, and online
programs, an opportunity for
this land to care for people
presented itself.
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Five Oaks cared for 278
arriving migrant workers in
short term isolation care, and
47
commuter
workers
in
2020. This act of service to
the wider pandemic response
continues to be an important
role for Five Oaks to play in
2021. This year the centre will
offer isolation care to over
250 migrant workers, and 87
in commuter housing. The
centre also restarted its day
camp
program
in
2020,
welcoming over 110 children.
The Acorn Adventure Camp
will take place again in 2021.

From October 2020 to April
2021, Five Oaks welcomed
just over 10 guests, hugely
below our normal occupancy.
It was very quiet, except for
the buzzing of tools and
contractors. Soon renovations
to the Main Building Kitchen
and Dining Hall, Chalet, and
Summer Centre Washrooms
will be revealed. This work
couldn't have been completed
during a regular year of
Programs and participants.
Your dream of welcoming
diverse peoples to this sacred
land has continued during
this time. Our connection to
the local community has been
deepened. We are grateful to
know ourselves better than
before. We look forward to
the post-COVID reality, and
while we are still inside of it,
continue to seek ways to live.

Out of the chaos emerged
renewed ways forward. From
within
the
chaos,
an
opportunity
to
pause
generated new ideas for the
centre, with a new staffing
model for an intercultural
Program Team, including a
staff
member
from
Indigenous,
Muslim
and Michael Shewburg,
Christian traditions.
Executive Director

NOTICE OF AGM
The Annual General Meeting for the 2020
fiscal year will be held on Sunday May
30th, 2021 at 2:00pm. It will be hosted
virtually over Zoom to promote physical
distancing. Registration is required for the
Zoom link.

Register Here: fiveoaks.on.ca/agm
FIVE OAKS | 2020 GRATITUDE REPORT

PAGE 03

A MESSAGE FROM
THE BOARD
On behalf of all of us at Five Oaks, I hope that you have
been safe and healthy; many of us are living with family
challenges, sadness amongst friends and colleagues, and an
overwhelming sense of loss, even in the midst of promise
and hope which we see around us with changing seasons
and advancing rates of vaccination.
Five Oaks Centre has been hard at work, not only during
COVID, but also over the last four years, imagining and
developing new ways of being: new programs and ways of
reaching out; renewed facilities, and dramatic
‘adjustments’ to the way we do business and to the ways we
reflect the real needs of our guests.
The Board of Directors has taken strong leadership in the
energizing and significant work of transformation into a
Centre which is truly intercultural, welcoming and
celebrating new partners, newly dedicated staff roles, and a
new segment of our work involving migrant farm workers.
Through all of this, the simply astounding work of the
staff and leadership of our Executive Director, must be
highlighted, credited, and celebrated. We have emerged
and are emerging a stronger, more focused, better
equipped, and well resourced gift to those we serve.
It is a privilege to serve here; my personal thanks and deep
appreciation to the Board, Michael and all the staff.
Peter Wall, Board Chair
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS
MIGRANT CARE
In April 2020 we welcomed the first 40 shortstay temporary foreign workers to quarantine
at Five Oaks. By the end of the season, 278
farmworkers from Mexico, Jamaica and
Trinidad and Tobago had called the centre
home for their first two weeks in Canada.

SUMMER DAY CAMP
This summer, children ages 5-12 participated
in a week of daily fun activities such as games,
crafts, swimming, rafting, creek studies, nature
science, campfires, hikes, and more. Your
generous donations to a bursary fund enabled
BIPOC children to attend camp.
Children loved having a chance to make
memories running, playing, and growing in
nature. Children came from all over Brant
County and beyond.

RENOVATIONS
Thanks to your generosity A-Wing bedrooms
were renovated as part of our commitment to
refreshing the property. Please consider
Sponsoring a Room in B-Wing or C-Wing. The
The Chalet received a new roof thanks to
your participation in the Walkathon. Generous
grants received in 2020 have contributed to
new windows and flooring in Peace House,
and in 2021 the renovation of the Main
Building Kitchen/Dining Room, and updating
both Summer Centre and Chalet Washrooms.
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A COMPARISON
2019

2020

2021

Revenue

Revenue

Projected
Revenue

0% 31% 45%
A COMPARISON
COVID-19 Migrant Program

Q3 Budget Planning

2019 Hosted Group Rental revenue of $446,230
was 57% of total revenue. In 2020, it declined by
$325,907 to just 12% of total revenue.

In 2020 Five Oaks generated $304,873
from housing migrant workers.
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PEOPLE & PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS
As part of Five Oaks' commitment towards becoming an
intercultural retreat centre, the program staff team has been
redesigned to include three Partner Program Coordinators –
Indigenous, Muslim and Christian or Indigenous, Newcomer
and Settler.
Thanks to the following funders for supporting this year long
pilot project: United Church Regional Councils: Antler River
Watershed, Horseshoe Falls, Western Ontario Waterways,
East Central Ontario, The Vision Fund, and The Toronto
United Church Council.

Meet
Nazra
Nazra Ranmall is
our Newcomer
Partner Program
Coordinator who
joined the Five
Oaks staff team
in January 2021.
She brings a lot
of passion to
connecting the
Muslim
community to
Five Oaks. Her
enthusiasm is
infectious.
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2020
Program Stats

8

Five Oaks Programs

14

Acorn Adventure Camps

8

Volunteer Days

667

Total Participants
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Meet Saul
Saul Sanchez-Guerrero was part of the first group
of workers who arrived at Five Oaks in mid-April,
and spoke to CBC News toward the end of his
quarantine period.
Sanchez-Guerrero has been coming to Canada for
the last 11 years to work on a local produce farm
and said he expects to stay until November or
December this year.

Source
https://www.
cbc.ca/news/
canada/kitch
ene rwaterloo/chu
rch-retreatvenuewelcomestemporaryforeignworkers-inneed-ofisolationspace1.5554505

He said the season would likely be different from
years past, when workers could take occasional
breaks by going into town for shopping trips. This
year, "We're just gonna...work all the time," he said.
Sanchez-Guerrero kept busy during isolation by
calling and texting his family and worried about
being away from them during the pandemic.
"I'd prefer to be busy working and not thinking
about what could happen," he said. "In my case I'm
pretty thankful to be here, to come here...and keep
working."
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2020 FINANCIAL
SUMMARY

2020

OPERATING REVENUE
COVID Agricultural

Federal Grants

Grants and Other

Donations

Host Rentals

Programs and Kitchen
$0

$985,047

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

2019

COVID Agricultural

Federal Grants

Grants and Other

Donations

Host Rentals

Programs and Kitchen

$0

$779,655
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$500,000
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OPERATING EXPENSES
Household &
Maintenance

Administrative

2020
$857,080
OUTER
CIRCLE

Taxes, Insurance
& Utilities

11%

10%
Programs &
Kitchen

4%

2019

18%

12%
11%

21%

9%
47%

$884,349
INNER
CIRCLE

57%

Wages

2020 CAPITAL INVESTMENTS
$88,000

$25,000

100%

New Windows

A

$29,000

-

Wing Bedrooms

, 100%

$28,000

$6,000

New Equipment funded

New Computer

by your donations and

Equipment supporting

Footprints Grant from

funded by the

Pool Heater funded by

Staff roles

The United Church of

Sponsor a Room

The County of Brant

Canada

Campaign

Community Grant and

funded by the Faithful

.

Completed

.

Brave Waves
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DONATIONS
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
O I wish to be added to the Five Oaks Newsletter

DONATE ONLINE www.fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
DONATE BY MAIL

Five Oaks will be a good steward of
the personal information gathered.
We do not sell, share or rent this
information to a third party, and
secure or destroy it accordingly to
PIPEDA guidelines.

I wish to make a gift at
the following level:
O CAD $50
O CAD $100
O CAD $150
O CAD $200
O CAD $500
O Other: ________________

O I am enclosing a cheque
OR
O Please charge my O Visa O Mastercard O Amex
Card #: ________________________________________________
Expiry (mm/yyyy): _____________________________________
CSC (3 digit code): _______________
O I want to know more about FAITH BONDS
FIVE OAKS | 2020 GRATITUDE REPORT

I wish to make this gift
recurring:
O Annual
O Semi-Annual
O Quarterly
O Monthly
Mail
O Weekly

Me In
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THANK YOU
Your generosity makes a difference in the life of the centre and in
fulfilling its mission and vision. Your gifts in 2020 exceeded the
planned budget by $50,000, and coupled with grants and governmental
support related to COVID, financial disaster was averted. Your
continued support in 2021 will reduce the expected deficit in funding
resulting from the on going COVID crisis.
Five Oaks is grateful to funders like you who shared financial gifts with
the centre, including: The County of Brant, TD Canada Trust Friends
of the Environment, Erie Presbytery Mission and Development
Council, The United Church of Canada, The United Church of Canada
Foundation, The Government of Canada (including Canada Emergency
Wage Subsidy, Canada Emergency Business Account, Emergency
Community Support Fund [via Brant United Way], and Canada
Summer Jobs), funds gifted upon the closure of Eastwood United
Church, and many generous individual donors, dedicated United
Church congregations and United Church Woman’s groups.
Planned legacy giving like the generous gift from the late Lilojean Frid,
designation of life insurance policies, transfer of stocks, purchase of
faith bonds and participation in the monthly donation program all
ensure that this sacred place continues. Your physical support through
tending to the property, caring for staff, participating on a committee
and so much more makes a difference.

