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DEAR FIVE OAKIANS, 

Recently I have been thinking about the cycles that exist in nature, the 
leaves begin to change, the nights are colder. The mayfly lives a full life  
cycle in 24 hours; we humans live as our bodies change from infant, to 
child, to youth, middle aged, and elder; while the bowhead whale exists 
for more than 200 years. In nature we see the cycle of four seasons, and 
in Canada we see them dramatically. The tree grows more each year, in     
Winter deepening roots, in Spring sprouting leaves, and in Fall dropping 
them. Some of our Oak trees have been in this cycle for over 300 years. 
In August, I watched the Perseids meteor shower rain through the sky, at 
times so brilliant it caused me to gasp in childlike delight. This cycle      
happens each year, even back to the dinosaurs. It is hard to remember 
these natural cycles in the midst of a global pandemic and acknowledge 
that we may just be experiencing part of earth’s cycle. 

This has not been the year we expected it to be, yet it has been a year 
when we have had to adapt, grow and stretch. I have begun to see       
pandemic time as Sabbath time—a time to focus on deepening our roots 
as an Interfaith Retreat Centre. This has been an unexpected gift. In the 
next half year, we will continue to unpack what we have learned and at 
our Strategic Planning process on November 22, 2020 at the General 
Meeting, you are invited to contribute. 

We love numbers, as they tell a story of what we have experienced. These   
figures outline the impacts of COVID-19 on Five Oaks: 

• $405,000 in cancelled or postponed bookings to date–in reality this is higher as 
some bookings were never entertained or requested. 

• 278 short-term stays for migrant workers = 3,892 bed nights and 11,676 meals. 

• 48 long term stays for migrant workers commuting to farms = 2,666 bed nights. 

• 109 children participated in the relaunched Five Oaks Acorn Adventure Day 
Camp and 64 Family members in our Family Day Camp. 

• 500 Sunday Night Meals served since we began offering takeout dinners. 

• 2 permanent layoffs to staff. 

• 3 volunteer days. 

• 1 completed Chalet Roof and 1 repainted Friendship House. 

• 6 summer students were employed. 

Your generosity through direct donations has been significant. I know 
that many of you have offered gifts that have stretched your pocketbooks. 
I am so grateful. I am asking you to continue to dig deep and make an 
end-of-year gift in order that we can continue to operate during this          
challenging time. Your donation continues to impact our ability to live 
out our mission, offer the programs that are outlined in this newsletter, 
and respond quickly as an essential service. We hope you’ll consider 
making a monthly gift and consider adding Five Oaks in your long-
term plans as a bequest.  
 
Michael Shewburg 
Executive Director 

October 2020 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 

• Important stats related to 
the impact of COVID-19. 

• Successful summer with 
new day camp to support 
Parents during pandemic. 

• Gratitude to all those who 
support the Centre. 

• Fall and Winter Program 
Schedule released. 

https://fiveoaks.secure.retreat.guru/program/members-general-meeting-2020
https://fiveoaks.secure.retreat.guru/program/members-general-meeting-2020
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/legacy-giving


MESSAGE 
FROM OUR 

BOARD CHAIR 
     

Peter Wall 

Board Chair 

ACORN ADVENTURE CAMP 

This summer of socially distanced day camp was unlike any camp Five 
Oaks has run before. Campers and staff were required to follow social   
distance practices and remain in cohorts of ten. This meant we had to 
adapt many typical camp activities and create our own new COVID-19 safe 
games. While social distancing presented some challenges, we had an    
excellent summer of Acorn Adventure Camp.  

We ran eight weeks of camp for kids ages 6-12, a week of family day camp, 
and a bonus week when school start date was delayed. Over these ten 
weeks we had many families from Paris, Brantford, and beyond, make 
their way to the Five Oaks site. The kids had a great time and the parents 
loved a chance for a break.  

For many of the campers, it was their first time getting out and meeting 
other kids since March. I had countless conversations with parents at drop
-off and pick-up about how great it was to have a safe place for their kids to 
get out of the house and have fun this summer. Many of the kids came back 
for a second, third, or fourth week. We were also able to offer some        
bursaries for families who would not be able to access camp otherwise. 
This program was a great chance for Five Oaks to support local families 
during the COVID Pandemic. 
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Greetings, on behalf of the Board 
of Directors. This has been a 
year which has tested our        
nimbleness with superlatives! We 
are challenged, almost daily, to 
find ways to express that which is   
unprecedented, unanticipated, 
and for which we could not      
possibly be adequately prepared. 

So, too, at Five Oaks. It has been a 
roller coaster of a year and I    
cannot adequately express the 
gratitude and the admiration of 
your Board of Directors to our 
staff and volunteers. Our creative,   
indefatigable, and tremendously 
dedicated Executive Director,  
Michael, has been simply amazing 
in the ways in which he and, 
through his leadership, our staff 
have responded to the pandemic; 
reached out to our community 
and beyond, finding ways to help 
and ways to keep our doors open!  
We have welcomed guests whose 
work on Canada’s farms is so   
important and provided so many 
with a safe and healthy              
environment in which to isolate 
and billet while working for the 
good of us all. None of this has 
been easy, and every day has   
presented new and unforeseen 
challenges and opportunities. All 
of our staff have gone way past 
what we could have expected of 
them; volunteers have leapt in 
and helped enormously. Our 
deepest thanks and affection to 
them all.   

The Board has been carefully 
monitoring our activities and our 
operations; we have welcomed 
excellent new Board members 
into our midst and we have      
reviewed and recast our By-Laws. 
At the same time, while the       
situations has thrown many of 
our plans for this year into the 
proverbial cocked hat, we are 
moving ahead, as we can, with 
our Strategic Planning work; 
more will also be forthcoming 
about that in the coming months. 
Again the thanks to all connected 
with Five Oaks for this critically 
important work. 

Five Oaks thrives from              
generosity—the generosity of our 
staff and volunteers, the           
generosity of our community   
supporters and friends, the     
generosity of our members. As we 
look at the extraordinary         
generosity which has surfaced 
through this pandemic in so 
many ways, I know that we too 
are all generous with our 
thoughts, prayers, and good  
wishes for the Centre. I know that 
we staunchly support a generosity 
of spirit and attitude which      
enables us to reach out in love 
and acceptance to all those 
around us. I also encourage your 
generosity of treasure—we rely on 
the financial generosity of 
those connected to us; please help 
us to continue the good work we 
do now and in the future. Please 
be generous—we rely on you!! 

Tim Watson 
Acorn Adventure Camp Director 

http://fiveoaks.on.ca/the-acorn-adventure-camp
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/the-acorn-adventure-camp
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/board-of-directors
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/board-of-directors
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate/


 
 
 
 

Five Oaks Programs and Partnerships has been on a learning curve over the past months–learning new skills 
in converting our ‘in person’ programming with large groups to ‘on line’ and small in-person group programs.  

Sadly, we could not host many of our residential programs, including our annual School of Celtic                
Consciousness in July, which is one of our largest events. With some creative adjustment, we hosted the first 
online seminar with Dr. John Philip Newell on July 8th. We were very excited to welcome 155 partici-
pants to this zoom seminar–over 50% were from the USA and other parts of Canada. Immediately, we real-
ized that our ‘reach’ for our programs was well beyond the driveable geographical radius around Paris!  

Later in the summer we hosted 5 sessions over the span of a month of a new online course called “What the 
Earth Already Knows.” The course was based on creative photography/writing/reflection and was led by 
Kim McKellar, an artist and writer from the Bruce Peninsula. Thirty-four people took part in the five courses 
that were offered at different times. The course was extremely well received and we will be offering additional  
sessions in the fall and winter program line-up. Registration is open for the fall course in October. 

We learned a lot about how to do online courses well, which helped us in dreaming and creating many NEW 
courses for the fall and winter. We have also learned alot about how to host people with social distancing 
and safety as primary concerns, so we are also hosting some on-site COVID-19-safe residential opportunities.  

     
Explore our Program Schedule on our Website  
for these exciting new Program opportunities: 

Autumn session of the course What the Earth                                                                                                   
Already Knows, Oct 23rd-24th 

Sacred Earth, Sacred Soul a New seminar with John 
Philip Newell, Nov 15th 

Wisdom and Self-Compassion online retreat with Helen 
Butlin, MDiv, PhD, from London, ON, Nov 27th-28th 

Healing with Art and Stories interfaith women’s retreat  
online with Amira Ayad, PhD, Dec 12th-13th 
(with a covid-safe in-person option)  

Various one-day events such as evening moonlight hikes  
and owling, Oct 31st and Nov 28th 

Spirituality of Francis of Assisi, weekly evening  
course/retreat, Wed evenings in Jan, with Len DesRoches 
 
Mid-Winter Renewal Retreat Soul Medicine for the                                                                                         
Turning of the Year with Helen Butlin, Feb 2021 

PROGRAMS UPDATE     

GENERAL MEETING 

We invite you to and give  
notice of the General 
Meeting that will be held 
on Sunday November 22nd 
at 3:00pm, most likely 
online.  

Mark this in your calendar. 
We hope you will attend! 
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Join Us For  
ReConnection Retreat 

Oct 21-27,  Nov 11-17,  Dec 8-15 

You are invited for individual and 
group retreats during ReConnection 
weeks, which is a new affordable     
initiative to welcome small groups of 
guests on site for COVID-19 safe    
gathering and self-directed programs. 

“None of this has been easy, and every day has presented new and   
unforeseen challenges and opportunities.” 

Judy Steers 
Partner/Program Animator 

http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6306/sacred-earth-sacred-soul
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6172/what-the-earth-already-knows
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6172/what-the-earth-already-knows
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6306/sacred-earth-sacred-soul
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6306/sacred-earth-sacred-soul
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6172/what-the-earth-already-knows
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6172/what-the-earth-already-knows
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6306/sacred-earth-sacred-soul
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6319/wisdom-and-self-compassion
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6329/healing-with-art-and-stories-2020
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/4317/sister-water-and-the-sultan-exploring-our-spiritual-lives-with-francis-of-assisi-online-course-retreat-4-evenings
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule
https://fiveoaks.secure.retreat.guru/program/members-general-meeting-2020
https://fiveoaks.secure.retreat.guru/program/members-general-meeting-2020
https://fiveoaks.secure.retreat.guru/program/members-general-meeting-2020
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6301/reconnection
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6301/reconnection


Five Oaks welcomes             

donations in many       

different formats. Tax       

Receipts will be issued for 

donations of $20.00 or 

more.  

Five Oaks is a registered 

charitable organization 

and will be a good     

steward of the personal 

information gathered. We 

do not sell, share or rent 

this information to a third 

party, and secure or    

destroy it according to 

PIPEDA guidelines.  

Registered Charity #: 

107389108RP0001 

DONATION FORM 

We invite you to support Five Oaks’ vision and mission in 
the way easiest for you. 

    
Name:   ______________________________________ 

Mailing Address:   _______________________________ 

Phone Number:     _______________________________ 

E-mail Address:     _______________________________ 
                        o I wish to be added to the Five Oaks Newsletter 
 
DONATE ONLINE   www.fiveoaks.on.ca/donate 
 
DONATE BY PHONE   at 519-442-3212 
               Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm,VISA or MasterCard 
 
MY SINGLE GIFT  

 I wish to make a single gift at the following level:  

  o $50  o $300 
  o $150   o $500  
  o $200  o Other:   $_________  

 My cheque is enclosed (Payable to: Five Oaks Centre)  
      OR  
 Please charge my:  o VISA  o MASTERCARD  

 Card #:   _________________________________ 

 Expiry (mm/yy): ___ /___   CSC # (3 digit code): ____ 

 Signature:   _______________________________ 
 
MY MONTHLY GIFT  

Pre Authorized Remittance (PAR)  
 I wish to join the monthly giving plan,  
      OR  
 Increase the amount of my giving to the following level:  

 o $10 per month  o $250 per month  
 o $50 per month  o Other:   $______  
 o $100 per month  

 Please debit my account each month.  
 My cheque marked VOID is enclosed.  

 Signature:   _______________________________ 
 
FAITH BONDS & BEQUESTS  
 o I want to know more about Faith Bonds. 
 o I want to know more about Bequests. 

     

Five Oaks Centre 
1 Bethel Rd. 

Paris, ON 
N3L 3E3 

  
 

P: 519-442-3212 
F: 519-442-3444 

hospitality@fiveoaks.on.ca 

www.fiveoaks.on.ca  
 
 

Make sure to Follow Us 
On Social Media 

 

@FiveOaksCentre 

http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
http://fiveoaks.on.ca/donate
http://fiveoaks.on.ca
mailto:hospitality@fiveoaks.on.ca
http://fiveoaks.on.ca
https://www.facebook.com/fiveoakscentre

